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France. If the attempt failed at Marseilles it would
succeed at Versailles. If it foiled at both places there
was still Lausanne where, on his return journey, the
King intended to pay a visit to his oculist. Vlada the
Chauffeur was the silent man in many groups where
the plans were discussed in languages which he did not
understand, When he was free he amused himself
with women. Despite his ugly face and big cavernous
mouth filled with gold teeth, he had a fascination with
the sex. He had married and divorced, married again
and had had several other women in Bulgaria, It was
said he could not live without killing. It was equally
true that he could not live without women. Women
and murder were his chief interests in life.

And the fearsome record of this man, even if only
partially disclosed, was not a handicap with a certain
sort of woman. It was possible to admire Vludu the
Chauffeur. That doubtless explains the part played
in the murder of Alexander by the mysterious blonde
girl, Maria Vudrasek, who carried the bombs and
revolvers to Marseilles and handed them to the assassins
on the fatal morning* Only twenty-four years of age,
she could hardly have realised what she was doing.
The share in the false glory of the exploit outweighed
the censure of conscience.

It was, of course, dangerous to take this girl along,
One of the leaders had been betrayed during the
previous year by his mistress^ Yelka, who, after gleaning
all the information she could about the terrorists, had
decamped and published her memoirs. But on the
other hand a lady's suit-case was seldom submitted to
more than a cursory inspection by the courteous
customs officials of France. The presence of a lady
was also useful in diverting suspicion* One of the
younger conspirators fell for Maria Vudtasek Pave-
litch talked with her and pronounced hot to be
true ^metal Sophie Petovsky killed Alexander II of
Russia, Why snould not Mark Vudrasek have a hand